Eco-frlendly Colorado skiresorts

Skiing puts us in direct contact with nature. tt is geod to know that several of C:elerade s werid-c{ass sk: meuntams,

such as Aspen and Vail, are actwely focused on reducing their impact on the env:ronment

Bailey's: Restaurant at mid- Va|t Mountam uses energy from the sun to generate electrn:-
ity from an 8.4 kW solar PV system mounted on the roof. Using renewahle energy is one
example of many green initiatives Vail Resorts is doing to reduce its energy use by 10
percent by 2010. Photo: Jack Affleck - Vail Resorts! £y

Sustamable Vall_

Vail Mountain has twice been named a Gotd
Leader from Colorado’s En\rlmnmental Leader-
ship Pregram. In 2008, Vail Resorts initiated
“Use Less, Do More,” an energy conservation
program as part of the company’s Echo 'corpQr '
rate Stewardsh'i_p program. “Our goal is to reduce
.our‘energy across the company by 10 percent by
2010,” said Julie Klein, director of environmen-
tal affairs at Rock Resorts lnternatlonat Vail
.'Resorts flagship hotel brand. Vall Resorts has
already achieved a 6.1 percent energy reductlon
since the program began, leaving less than

4 percent toward ms stated goal by

December 2010.

'.Valt Meuntam manages the largest skr area -
recycling program in the world, recycling or

o

| 'hlgh eff|c|ency boilers.
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reusi:ngmc:re than 70 percent of the mountain’s
cardboard, aluminum, glass, and even chairlifts
and mechanical parts Vail Resorts realized that
behavior changes can make a dramatlc differ-
ence in saving energy. The campaign reminds

. emptoyees to turn off lights, apphances and

~ equipment when not in use. Vail Resorts also

I instituted a new policy reducing yehlcle idling -
' time to a maximum of 5 minutes. This program, -

“ldlewise,” saved 34,000 gallons of gasoline from

| _July 2008 through July 2009.

Vail Meuntaln and the companys other locatlons
have further reduced energy consumption by in-

~ stalling new [lghtmg timers and motion sensors,
'lmproved energy—efhcrent snow- maklng guns

and mechanical machinery, and new

Fille

-~ Vail Resorts replaced 25,000 nght bulbs across .
o .the company including those in hotel guest ;

- room: ompact fluorescent A

bulbs. It is estimated that this llghtrng retrofit re- 7

- duced energy use by over 2 mllt:on kilowatt hours

oms with. energy-efficie

per year. For water conservatron Vail Mountain

- hasreplaced or retrofltted old plumbing fixtures

to more efficient lew flow fixtures, leading' toa 27
percent reduction in dnnkmg water Usage over a
four~year perlod

; Now when you're SW|shmg down the back bowls
. of¥ail, ‘you may | have a greater apprecnatrnn for

the mountain knowing it is guided by a company— -

. wide commitment to resource conservation.

~ Neshama Abraham

: Nesnarna Abraham is a freen'ance writer based
in Boulder, who covers green buddmg

and sustarnabfe son'utrons .
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